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after page., in'which their views are not only ignored but disowned.
It is possible that they may bring themselves to be contented with the Church's recognition of a presbyteral and not a sacerdotal priesthood, to be regarded as presbyteral and not as sacerdotal priests, invested according to our Lord's commission to His Church with ministerial and not sacerdotal functions, authorised and commissioned and commanded to preach the Gospel of the remission of sins by setting forth God's unchangeable purpose and promise to forgive sins on repentance and faith; to declare by virtue of their ambassadorial authority., and not by any sacerdotal prerogative, that man's sins, whatever they may be, do not bind him; not to arrogate to themselves a power of absolute forgiveness of sins, which the Apostles themselves never dared to exercise, and which our Church never in any single case recognises. They may be content to tell the sinner that if he confesses his sins to God, He is faithful and just to forgive his sins, and not to represent confession to themselves as the condition of God's forgiveness, or represent it as identical with confession to God. They may content themselves with being the teachers, the trainers, the guides, the examples of their nocks, without binding even those who are not unwilling to be bound, in the iron grip of the confessional. They may be content with the influence which their teachings, their lives, their conversation,, may be able to give them, without seeking to create or increase or confirm their influence by a knowledge of the secrets of each man's heart, extorted from him on the plea of its being the will and ordinance of God.
It is possible they may learn to content themselves, in some cases I might say, content themselves again with being the advisers, or if need be even the confidants of the Weaker sort of ininds, without being the lords of their minds, souls, and homes. They possibly may be content